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METHODS, SYSTEMS, AND COMPUTER
READABLE MEDIA FOR ENCRYPTING
DIAMETER IDENTIFICATION
INFORMATION IN A COMMUNICATION
NETWORK

PRIORITY CLAIM

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Patent Application Ser. No. 61/569,627 filed Dec. 12, 2011;
the disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference in
its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The subject matter described herein relates to methods and
systems for communications in a Diameter network. More
particularly, the subject matter described herein relates to
methods, systems, and computer readable media for encrypt-
ing Diameter identification information in a communication
network.

BACKGROUND

In Diameter networks, messages and communications
between nodes in the network include information identify-
ing the name and location of each node in the network. For
example, when a request message is sent to a realm or domain
in the network and is routed to the appropriate server, the
request message and server’s response each include informa-
tion identifying the client and server, respectively, to each
other.

Diameter signaling messages exist in the format of request-
answer messages. All answer messages travel back to the
request source via the same path through which the request
message was routed using hop-by-hop transport. When one
Diameter node needs information from another Diameter
node, the first Diameter node sends arequest identifying itself
and its realm or domain, as well as identifying the realm or
domain of the Diameter node from which the first Diameter
node needs information. The Diameter answer message sent
back from the Diameter node that receives the request will
include information identifying the receiving Diameter node
and its realm or domain.

There are disadvantages associated with providing a
requesting node with Diameter node identification and loca-
tion information. This type of information is generically
referred to herein as Diameter node identification informa-
tion. Providing Diameter node identification information to
untrusted parties could pose a security risk. By providing an
outside node with a Diameter node’s address, the providing
Diameter node becomes more susceptible to attacks. More-
over, it might be desirable for a service provider to withhold
or hide information about its network topology, such as the
number of mobility management entities (MMEs) or home
subscriber servers (HSSs) in the network, from its competi-
tors, as an example.

Accordingly, in light of these disadvantages associated
with the inclusion of identifying information in Diameter
signaling messages, there exists a need for methods, systems,
and computer readable media for encrypting Diameter iden-
tification information in a communications network.

SUMMARY

The subject matter described herein includes systems,
methods, and computer readable media for encrypting Diam-
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2

eter identification information contained in Diameter signal-
ing messages. In one embodiment, the system includes a
Diameter agent that comprises a network interface configured
to receive, from a first Diameter node, a Diameter signaling
message that includes Diameter identification information
associated with the first Diameter node and a Diameter
encryption topology hiding module (ETHM) configured to
encrypt the Diameter identification information to generate
encrypted Diameter identification information and to replace
the Diameter identification information in the Diameter sig-
naling message with the encrypted Diameter identification
information. The Diameter agent further includes a routing
module configured to route the Diameter signaling message
with the encrypted Diameter identification information to a
second Diameter node.

The subject matter described herein may be implemented
in hardware, software, firmware, or any combination thereof.
As such, the terms “function” “node” or “module” as used
herein refer to hardware, which may also include software
and/or firmware components, for implementing the feature
being described. In one exemplary implementation, the sub-
ject matter described herein may be implemented using a
computer readable medium having stored thereon computer
executable instructions that when executed by the processor
of'a computer control the computer to perform steps. Exem-
plary computer readable media suitable for implementing the
subject matter described herein include non-transitory com-
puter-readable media, such as disk memory devices, chip
memory devices, programmable logic devices, and applica-
tion specific integrated circuits. In addition, a computer read-
able medium that implements the subject matter described
herein may be located on a single device or computing plat-
form or may be distributed across multiple devices or com-
puting platforms.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Preferred embodiments of the subject matter described
herein will now be explained with reference to the accompa-
nying drawings, wherein like reference numerals represent
like parts, of which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary long
term evolution (LTE) network utilizing an encryption-based
topology hiding module (ETHM) according to an embodi-
ment of the subject matter described herein;

FIG. 2 is a signaling message flow diagram illustrating
exemplary Diameter signaling messages received by a Diam-
eter agent configured to encrypt identification information in
a Diameter signaling message according to an embodiment of
the subject matter described herein;

FIG. 3 is a signaling message flow diagram illustrating
exemplary Diameter signaling messages received by a Diam-
eter agent configured to encrypt and append identification
information in a Diameter signaling message according to an
embodiment of the subject matter described herein;

FIG. 4 is a signaling message flow diagram illustrating
exemplary Diameter signaling messages received by a Diam-
eter agent configured to encrypt the combination of a token
parameter value appended to identification information of a
Diameter signaling message according to an embodiment of
the subject matter described herein;

FIG. 5 is a signaling message flow diagram illustrating
exemplary Diameter signaling messages received by a Diam-
eter agent configured to encrypt a route-record section of a
Diameter signaling message according to an embodiment of
the subject matter described herein;
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FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary Diam-
eter agent according to an embodiment of the subject matter
described herein; and

FIG. 7 is a flow chart illustrating an exemplary process for
encrypting the identity of a Diameter node in a communica-
tion network according to an embodiment of the subject mat-
ter described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In accordance with the subject matter disclosed herein,
methods, systems, and computer readable media are provided
for encrypting Diameter identification information in a com-
munication network. Reference will now be made in detail to
exemplary embodiments of the subject matter described
herein, examples of which are illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings. Wherever possible, the same reference num-
bers will be used throughout the drawings to refer to the same
or like parts. The present subject matter utilizes a Diameter
agent, such as a Diameter signaling router (DSR) or Diameter
relay agent, which is configured to reside in the core of a
wireless communications network. The communication net-
work may include a long term evolution (LTE) network, an
Internet protocol multimedia subscriber (IMS) network, or
any other network adapted to utilize the Diameter protocol
and to facilitate communication between Diameter based
agents, clients, servers, proxies, routers, and nodes.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary LTE
network including a Diameter agent according to an embodi-
ment of the subject matter described herein. In FIG. 1, end
userdevices 100, . (e.g., mobile handsets) are connected to
eNodeB 102, which performs radio access functions similar
to a base transceiver station (BTS). A mobility management
entity (MME) 104 performs authentication and tracking of
end user devices 100. MME 104 is communicatively con-
nected to Diameter agent 106, which includes an encryption-
based topology hiding module (ETHM) 108 for implement-
ing a Diameter encryption function. As will be described in
greater detail below, ETHM 108 encrypts Diameter identifi-
cation information from received messages so that the
secrecy of Diameter topology and node identification infor-
mation is preserved. In one embodiment, ETHM 108 includes
a software based module that is executed by a hardware based
processor or processing unit in Diameter agent 106.
Examples of Diameter identification information may
include any parameter value contained in a Diameter signal-
ing message, such as, but not limited to, an origin-host param-
eter value, an origin-realm parameter value, a destination-
host parameter value, a destination-realm parameter value, a
route-record parameter value, or any other parameter value
that provides data regarding network topology. Diameter
agent 106 may also be further connected to network nodes,
such as home subscriber server (HSS) 110 and policy and
charging rules function (PCRF) 112. HSS 110 stores mobile
subscription data. PCRF 112 provides policy and charging
control functions. Diameter agent 106 may also be commu-
nicatively connected to other network nodes, such as an
online charging system (OCS) 114 and/or an offline charging
system (not shown), to provide additional functions and ser-
vices to network subscribers.

In one embodiment, Diameter agent 106 may be any suit-
able node capable of receiving and forwarding Diameter sig-
naling messages. In one embodiment, Diameter agent 106
may be a Diameter signaling router (DSR) that routes Diam-
eter signaling messages based on Diameter information con-
tained within the signaling messages. Diameter agent 106
may be, in addition to or instead of a Diameter signaling
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4

router, one or more of: a Diameter relay agent, a Diameter
proxy agent, a Diameter redirect agent, or a Diameter trans-
lation agent, as described in IETF RFC 3588, the disclosure of
which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

In one embodiment, Diameter agent 106 includes ETHM
108 that is configured to utilize encryption keys and associ-
ated decryption keys for all Diameter signaling messages
received at Diameter agent 106. Alternatively, ETHM 108
may select and use different encryption keys and decryption
keys based on the particular Diameter connection over which
the Diameter signaling messages are received. By utilizing
encryption keys and decryption keys, Diameter agent 106
may utilize ETHM 108 to hide the identity of a network
element in a stateless manner. Notably, Diameter agent 106
does not need to maintain a mapping table that contains the
true Diameter identification information associated with net-
work elements and corresponding masking identifiers (which
may be used to replace the identification information in modi-
fied messages departing/communicated from Diameter agent
106). In yet another embodiment, ETHM 108 may be config-
ured to select and utilize different encryption and decryption
keys based on a particular application-identifier parameter
value, a particular Diameter Command-Code parameter
value, or a particular destination-realm parameter value con-
tained in the received Diameter signaling message. In one
embodiment, the parameter values may include attribute-
value pair (AVP) parameter values. Although the following
signaling flow diagrams depicted in FIGS. 2-5 provide vari-
ous instances of encrypting Diameter identification informa-
tion contained in Diameter signaling messages, other types of
Diameter identification information parameters and Diam-
eter signaling messages may be utilized without departing
from the scope of the present subject matter. For example,
FIGS. 2-5 illustrate the encrypting of identification informa-
tion contained in Diameter signaling messages, such as
Update Location Request (ULR) messages, Update Location
Answer (ULA) messages, Cancel Location Request (CLR)
messages, and Cancel Location Answer (CLLA) messages.
However, the encrypting of identification information con-
tained in a Credit-Control-Request (CCR) message, a Credit-
Control-Answer (CCA) message, an Accounting-Request
(ACR) message, an Accounting-Answer (ACA) message, a
Re-Auth-Request (RAR) message, a Re-Auth-Answer
(RAA) message, a Location Information Request (LIR) mes-
sage, a Location Information Answer (L1A) message, and the
like may be conducted without departing from the scope of
the present subject matter.

FIG. 2 depicts a signaling message flow diagram illustrat-
ing the encryption of an origin-host parameter value and a
destination-host parameter value in Diameter request and
answer messages according to an embodiment of the subject
matter described herein. In the illustrated example, MME 104
onahost carrier network (e.g., AT&T network) requires infor-
mation from HSS 110 on a second carrier network (e.g.,
Verizon network), for a Verizon customer roaming on
AT&T’s network. In FIG. 2, AT&T’s MME 104 does not
know the specific host information for Verizon’s HSS 110.
Instead, MME 104 only knows that the roaming mobile sub-
scriber is a Verizon customer. In message (1), MME 104 sends
a Diameter Update Location Request (ULR) message
directed to Verizon’s domain or realm (e.g., “Destination-
Realm=VZW.NET”). In one embodiment, the ULR message
includes Diameter identification information (e.g., Diameter
AVP parameter values) associated with the origin host and
origin realm. Namely, these parameters and respective
parameter values are depicted in FIG. 2 as “Origin-
Host=MME1” and “Origin-Realm=ATT.NET”. The ULR
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message may also include parameters, such as, but not limited
1o, a destination realm and an application identifier.

In one embodiment, the ULR message is received by
Diameter agent 106, which includes ETHM 108. In the illus-
trated example, Diameter agent 106 may be associated with
the AT&T network (e.g., DSR.ATT.NET). In another
embodiment, Diameter agent 106 may reside in an interme-
diary network that links the AT&T and Verizon networks.
Although only one Diameter agent is depicted in FIG. 2,
additional Diameter agents provisioned with an ETHM may
be utilized without departing from the scope of the present
subject matter (e.g., a DSR located in the Verizon destination
network, such as DSR.VZN.NET). Diameter agent 106 may
be configured to evaluate the message, determine which Veri-
zon HSS serves the mobile subscriber associated with the
ULR, and route the message to the appropriate Verizon HSS
(e.g., HSS 110) as indicated in message (2). In addition,
Diameter agent 106 may also be configured to encrypt the
origin-host value in the request message. Similarly, the ori-
gin-realm value in the ULR message may optionally be
encrypted. As shown in the illustrated example, the Diameter
ULR message is modified to include encrypted routing infor-
mation indicated as “Origin-Host=Encrypted MME1)”.
Upon completing the encryption process, Diameter agent 106
may forward the ULR request to the selected destination HSS
host.

Upon receiving the ULR request, HSS 110 may then
retrieve the requested subscriber information and send a
Diameter Update Location Answer (ULA) message intended
for MME 104. Namely, the Diameter ULA message may be
directed to MME 104 via Diameter agent 106, following a
hop-by-hop transport protocol (see message 3). In one
embodiment, the ULA message includes Diameter identifi-
cation information that identifies HSS 110 as the source host,
e.g., “Origin-Host=HSS1” and “Origin-Realm=VZW.NET”.
Upon receiving the Diameter UL A message, Diameter agent
106 is configured to encrypt the origin-host AVP parameter
value and subsequently replace the original origin-host AVP
parameter value with the encrypted value. In this scenario,
Diameter agent 106 is most likely located in an intermediary
network and is configured to hide network elements residing
in both AT&T and Verizon’s networks.

In one embodiment, HSS 110 may also send a Diameter
Cancel Location Request (CLR) message (e.g., message 5)
intended for MME 104. Namely, the Diameter CLR message
may be directed to MME 104 via Diameter agent 106. In one
embodiment, the CLR message includes Diameter identifica-
tion information that identifies HSS 110 as the source host
and Verizon has the host realm, e.g., “Origin-Host=HSS1”
and “Origin-Realm=VZW.NET”. The Diameter CLR mes-
sage also includes an encrypted destination-host parameter
value that identical to the origin-host parameter of the Diam-
eter ULR message received by HSS 110 (e.g., message 2).

Upon receiving the Diameter CLR message, Diameter
agent 106 is configured to decrypt the destination-host AVP
parameter value and subsequently replace the encrypted Des-
tination host AVP parameter value with the decrypted value.
For example, Diameter agent 106 may decrypt the encrypted
destination-host AVP parameter value (e.g., “Encrypted
(MMEL1)”) to obtain an unencrypted destination-host AVP
parameter value (e.g., “MMEFE1”) as shown in message 5 in
FIG. 2. In such an embodiment, ETHM 108 may utilize a
decryption algorithm or key that is associated with the
encryption algorithm or key that was originally used to
encrypt the origin-host parameter value in the aforemen-
tioned Diameter ULR message.
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Although not shown in FIG. 2, Diameter agent 106 may
also encrypt the specified origin-host AVP parameter value
(e.g., “HSS1”) to derive an encrypted origin-host AVP param-
eter value (e.g., “Encrypted(HSS1)”) if Diameter agent 106 is
configured to hide the origin/identity of HSS 110. In such a
scenario, Diameter agent 106 may then replace the origin-
host AVP parameter value with the encrypted origin-host AVP
parameter value. By using ETHM 108 to encrypt the origin-
host AVP parameter value, Diameter agent 106 may protect
the identity of the sending host (e.g., HSS 110). In one
embodiment, the origin-realm AVP parameter value (e.g.,
“VZW.NET”) may also be encrypted and placed in the Diam-
eter CLR message.

Returning to the example depicted in FIG. 2, MME 104
receives a Diameter CL.R message that includes the decrypted
destination-host AVP parameter value. MME 104 may
respond to the received CLR message by sending a Diameter
Cancel Location Answer (CLA) message to HSS 110 via
Diameter agent 106.

In one embodiment, a Diameter agent (e.g., DSR) provi-
sioned with an ETHM may be adapted to extract and encrypt
an origin-host parameter value included in a received Diam-
eter request message and subsequently append an associated
origin-realm parameter value to the encrypted origin-host
parameter value. The original origin-host parameter value in
the received Diameter message may then be replaced by the
combination of the encrypted origin-host parameter value
and the origin-realm parameter value. The modified Diameter
request message is then routed to a host specified by the
destination-realm parameter value in the Diameter request
message.

Upon receiving a Diameter request message, such as a
Diameter CLR message, associated with the abovementioned
modified Diameter request message sent to the destination
host, the Diameter agent may be configured to extract the
destination-host parameter value from the CLR message.
Notably, the destination-host parameter value may include
the previously encrypted origin-host parameter value and
associated origin-realm parameter value (i.e., to which it was
previously appended) as contained in the request message
received by the destination host. The encrypted origin-host
parameter value is parsed from the destination-host param-
eter value and decrypted. The decrypted destination-host
value may then be used by a Diameter agent to replace the
destination-host parameter value in the Diameter CLR mes-
sage directed to the original MME.

For example, FIG. 3 depicts a signaling message flow
diagram illustrating the appending of'an origin-realm value to
an encrypted origin-host parameter value according to an
embodiment of the subject matter described herein. In the
illustrated example, MME 104 on a host carrier network (e.g.,
an AT&T network) requires information from HSS 110 on a
second carrier network (e.g., Verizon network), for a Verizon
customer roaming on AT&T’s network. In FIG. 3, AT&T’s
MME 104 does not know the specific host information for
Verizon’s HSS 110. Instead, MME 104 only knows that the
roaming mobile subscriber is a Verizon customer. In one
embodiment, MME 104 may send a Diameter Update Loca-
tion Request (ULR) message (e.g., message 1 in FIG. 3)
directed to Verizon’s domain or realm (e.g., “Destination-
Realm=VZW.NET”). The ULR message may also include
Diameter identification information associated with the ori-
gin host and realm (e.g., “Origin-Host=MME1" and “Origin-
Realm =ATT.NET”). The ULR message may also include a
destination realm and an application identifier.

In one embodiment, the Diameter ULR message is
received by Diameter agent 106, which includes ETHM 108.
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In the illustrated example, Diameter agent 106 may be asso-
ciated with the AT&T network (e.g., DSR.ATT.NET). In
another embodiment, Diameter agent 106 may reside in an
intermediary network that links the AT&T and Verizon net-
works. Although only one Diameter agent is depicted in FI1G.
3, additional Diameter agents provisioned with an ETHM
may be utilized without departing from the scope of the
present subject matter (e.g., a DSR located in the Verizon
destination network, such as DSR.VZN.NET). Diameter
agent 106 may be configured to evaluate the message, deter-
mine which Verizon HSS serves the mobile subscriber asso-
ciated with the ULR, and route the message to the appropriate
Verizon HSS (e.g., HSS 110) as indicated in message (2). In
one embodiment, Diameter agent 106 detects the received
Diameter ULR message as being addressed to a Destination-
realm and a particular application indicated by an application
identifier. Diameter agent 106 may then encrypt the origin-
host AVP parameter value in the originally received ULR
message and append the current origin-realm parameter value
(e.g., ATT.NET) to the encrypted origin-host AVP parameter
value of “Encrypted(MME)”. As depicted in FIG. 3, the ori-
gin-host value includes an AVP parameter value of
“Encrypted MME1)+ATT.NET”. Upon completing the
encryption and replacement process, Diameter agent 106
may then forward the Diameter ULR request to the selected
destination HSS host (e.g., HSS 110).

Upon receiving the ULR request, HSS 110 may then
retrieve the requested subscriber information and send a
Diameter Update Location Answer (ULA) message directed
to MME 104. The ULA message may subsequently be for-
warded to MME 104.

In one embodiment, HSS 110 may send a Diameter CLR
message that includes the HSS’s host identifier as the origin-
host AVP parameter value (e.g., “Origin-Host=HSS1”), and
the encrypted+appended value in the destination-host AVP
parameter value (e.g., Destination_Host=Encrypted
(MME1)+ATT.NET). Notably, the Diameter CLR message
may be directed to MME 104 via Diameter agent 106, fol-
lowing a hop-by-hop transport protocol (e.g., message 5 in
FIG. 3).

Upon receiving the Diameter CLR message, Diameter
agent 106 may be configured to perform a number of func-
tions. In one embodiment, ETHM 108 in Diameter agent 106
may parse the destination-host parameter value to extract the
encrypted host-name portion and the unencrypted realm por-
tion. Notably, ETHM 108 may decrypt the encrypted host-
name portion of the destination-host value and subsequently
use to the decrypted host-name portion to replace the origin-
host parameter value in the destination-host AVP parameter
value (e.g., in message 6).

In one embodiment, Diameter agent 106 may also option-
ally encrypt the specified origin-host AVP parameter value
(e.g., “HSS1”) to derive an encrypted origin-host AVP param-
eter value (e.g., “Encrypted(HSS1)”). Although not shown in
FIG. 3, Diameter agent 106 may be configured to replace the
origin-host AVP parameter value (e.g., in message 5) with the
encrypted origin-host AVP parameter value (e.g., in message
6). In one embodiment, the origin-realm AVP parameter value
(e.g., “VZW.NET”) may also be optionally encrypted and
placed in the Diameter CLR message. By using ETHM 108 to
encrypt the origin host AVP parameter value, Diameter agent
106 may protect the identity of the source host (e.g., HSS
110).

After the encryption and replacement process is com-
pleted, Diameter agent 106 forwards the modified CLR mes-
sage to MME 104. Notably, in the example depicted in FIG. 3,
MME 104 receives a Diameter CLR message that includes an
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unencrypted destination-host AVP parameter value. Further-
more, MME 104 may respond to the received CLR message
by sending a Diameter Cancel Location Answer (CLA) mes-
sage to HSS 110 via Diameter agent 106.

In one embodiment, the ETHM in a Diameter agent may be
configured to encrypt the combination of a token value con-
catenated with an origin-host parameter value in a Diameter
signaling message. For example, the token parameter value
may include additional, randomly generated, digits or alpha-
numeric characters. In one embodiment, the token parameter
value includes a string of ASCII characters. After the com-
bined/concatenated parameter value is encrypted, the result-
ing value may then be placed in the origin-host parameter of
the Diameter signaling message. For example, a Diameter
ULR request message is received by a Diameter agent provi-
sioned with an ETHM.

FIG. 4 depicts a signaling message flow diagram illustrat-
ing the utilization of a token value in the origin-host param-
eter of Diameter signaling messages according to an embodi-
ment of the subject matter described herein. In the illustrated
example, MME 104 on a host carrier network (e.g., AT&T
network) requires information from HSS 110 on a second
carrier network (e.g., Verizon network), for a Verizon cus-
tomer roaming on AT&T’s network. AT&T’s MME 104 does
not know the specific host information for Verizon’s HSS
110. Instead, MME 104 only knows that the roaming mobile
subscriber is a Verizon customer. In one embodiment, MME
104 may send a Diameter Update Location Request (ULR)
message (e.g., message 1) directed to Verizon’s domain or
realm (e.g., “Destination-Realm=VZW.NET”). The ULR
message may also include Diameter identification informa-
tion associated with the origin host and realm (e.g., “Origin-
Host=MME1” and “Origin-Realm =ATT.NET”). The ULR
message may also include a destination realm and an appli-
cation identifier.

In one embodiment, the Diameter ULR message is
received by Diameter agent 106, which includes ETHM 108.
In the illustrated example, Diameter agent 106 may be asso-
ciated with the AT&T network (e.g., DSR.ATT.NET). In
another embodiment, Diameter agent 106 may reside in an
intermediary network that links the AT&T and Verizon net-
works. Although only one Diameter agent is depicted in FIG.
4, additional Diameter agents provisioned with an ETHM
may be utilized without departing from the scope of the
present subject matter (e.g., a DSR located in the Verizon
destination network, such as DSR.VZN.NET). Diameter
agent 106 may be configured to evaluate the received mes-
sage, determine which Verizon HSS serves the roaming sub-
scriber, and route the message to the appropriate Verizon HSS
(e.g., HSS 110) as indicated in message 2.

In one embodiment, Diameter agent 106 detects the Diam-
eter ULR message as being addressed to a specific Destina-
tion-realm and application indicated by an application iden-
tifier. For message 1, Diameter agent 106 may generate a new
origin-host AVP parameter value that includes a combination
of a random prefix value that is appended to the original
origin-host AVP parameter value, wherein the combination is
subsequently encrypted (e.g., the Origin-host AVP parameter
value="Encrypted (RandomPrefix+MME1)”). In one
embodiment, the random prefix may include a fixed-length,
randomly generated alphanumeric character/digit sequence.
In an alternate embodiment, ETHM 108 may also encrypt the
origin-realm value of “ATT.NET”. After modifying the
Diameter ULR message, Diameter agent 106 may then for-
ward the modified Diameter ULR request to the selected
destination HSS host (e.g., HSS 110).
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Upon receiving the ULR request, HSS 110 may then
retrieve the requested subscriber information and send a
Diameter Update Location Answer (ULA) message intended
for MME 104. In one embodiment, HSS 110 may respond to
the Diameter ULR message with an associated Diameter
ULA message. Notably, the Diameter ULA message may be
directed to MME 104 via Diameter agent 106, following a
hop-by-hop transport protocol (e.g., messages 3 and 4).

In one embodiment, HSS 110 may also send a Diameter
Cancel Location Request (CLR) message (e.g., message 5)
intended for MME 104. Namely, the Diameter CLR message
may be directed to MME 104 via Diameter agent 106. In one
embodiment, the CLR message includes Diameter identifica-
tion information that identifies HSS 110 as the source host
and Verizon has the host realm, e.g., “Origin-Host=HSS1”
and “Origin-Realm=VZW.NET”. The Diameter CLR mes-
sage also includes an encrypted destination-host parameter
value that identical to the origin-host parameter of the Diam-
eter ULR message received by HSS 110 (e.g., message 2).
More specifically, the destination-host parameter value of the
CLR message may include “Encrypted (RandomPrefix+
MME1)”, as indicated above in the ULR message received by
HSS 110.

Upon receiving the Diameter CLR message, Diameter
agent 106 is configured to decrypt the concatenated destina-
tion-host AVP parameter value and subsequently replace the
encrypted Destination host AVP parameter value with the
decrypted value. In one embodiment, ETHM 108 in Diameter
agent 106 may remove the fixed-length, random digit/char-
acter sequence appended to the destination-host AVP param-
eter value in the received ULA message. For example, Diam-
eter agent 106 may decrypt the concatenated destination-host
AVP parameter value (e.g., “Encrypted (RandomPrefix+
MME1)”) to obtain the unencrypted random token value and
the unencrypted host value. In such an embodiment, ETHM
108 may utilize a decryption algorithm or key that is associ-
ated with the encryption algorithm or key that was originally
used to encrypt the origin-host parameter value in the afore-
mentioned Diameter ULR message. ETHM 108 may then be
configured to discard the random token value and modify the
destination-host parameter value to include the unencrypted
MME]1 value (e.g., message 6).

After the encryption and replacement process is com-
pleted, Diameter agent 106 forwards the modified CLR mes-
sage to MME 104. Notably, in the example depicted in FIG. 4,
MME 104 may receive a Diameter CLR message that
includes an unencrypted destination-host AVP parameter
value. Furthermore, MME 104 may respond to the received
CLR message by sending a Diameter Cancel Location
Answer (CLA) message to HSS 110 via Diameter agent 106.

FIG. 5 is a signaling message flow diagram illustrating the
encryption of parameter values included in a route-record
parameter of a Diameter signaling message according to an
embodiment of the subject matter described herein. In the
illustrated example, MME 104 on a host carrier network (e.g.,
AT&T network) requires information from HSS 110 on a
second carrier network (e.g., Verizon network), for a Verizon
customer roaming on AT&T’s network. AT&T’s MME 104
does not know the specific host information for Verizon’s
HSS 110. Instead, MME 104 only knows that the roaming
mobile subscriber is a Verizon customer. In one embodiment,
MME 104 may send a Diameter Update Location Request
(ULR) message (e.g., message 1) directed to Verizon’s
domain or realm (e.g., “Destination-Realm=VZW.NET”).
The ULR message may also include Diameter identification
information associated with the origin host and realm (e.g.,
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10
“Origin-Host=MME1” and “Origin-Realm=ATT.NET”).
The ULR message may also include a destination realm and
an application identifier.

In one embodiment, the Diameter ULR message is
received by Diameter agent 106, which includes ETHM 108.
In the illustrated example, Diameter agent 106 may be asso-
ciated with the AT&T network (e.g., DSR.ATT.NET). In
another embodiment, Diameter agent 106 may reside in an
intermediary network that links the AT&T and Verizon net-
works. Although only one Diameter agent is depicted in FIG.
5, additional Diameter agents provisioned with an ETHM
may be utilized without departing from the scope of the
present subject matter (e.g., a DSR located in the Verizon
destination network, such as DSR.VZN.NET). Diameter
agent 106 may be configured to evaluate the received mes-
sage, determine which Verizon HSS serves the roaming sub-
scriber, and route the message to the appropriate Verizon HSS
(e.g., HSS 110) as indicated in message 2.

In one embodiment, Diameter agent 106 detects the Diam-
eter ULR message as being addressed to a specific Destina-
tion-realm and application indicated by an application iden-
tifier. For message 1, Diameter agent 106 may then generate
a new origin-host AVP parameter value that includes a com-
bination of a random prefix value that is appended to an
origin-host AVP parameter value, the combination of which is
encrypted (e.g., the origin-host AVP parameter
value=Encrypted (RandomPrefix+ MME1)”). In one embodi-
ment, the random prefix may include a fixed-length, ran-
domly generated alphanumeric character/digit sequence. In
addition, ETHM 108 may be further configured to encrypt the
origin-host name information in all route-record AVP param-
eter values. As shown in FIG. 5, the Route-Record AVP
parameter value may include “Encrypted(DSR).ATT.NET,
Encrypted MME1). ATT.NET”, wherein DSR.ATT.NET cor-
responds to Diameter agent 106 and MME1 corresponds to
MME 104. After modifying the Diameter ULR message,
Diameter agent 106 may then forward the Diameter ULR
request to the selected destination HSS host (e.g., HSS 110).

Upon receiving the ULR request, HSS 110 may then
retrieve the requested subscriber information and send a
Diameter Update Location Answer (ULA) message intended
for MME 104 via Diameter agent 106 (e.g., messages 3 and
4).

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary Diam-
eter agent according to an embodiment of the subject matter
described herein. A Diameter agent, such as Diameter agent
106, includes one or more network interfaces, such as net-
work interfaces 600 and 604, a routing module 802, and an
ETHM 108 for implementing an encryption-based path
topology hiding function. It will be understood that Diameter
agent 106 may comprise additional components and is not
limited to only the components shown in FIG. 6.

In one embodiment, Diameter agent 106 receives a mes-
sage, such as a Diameter Update Location Request (ULR)
message, at a network interface such as network interface
600. The message is passed to the ETHM 108, which then
determines if the message needs to be modified before being
routed to its destination. In this example, the URL message is
not modified and subsequently forwarded to routing module
602. Routing module 602 determines the appropriate desti-
nation of the message and routes it through a network inter-
face such as network interface 604.

Diameter agent 106 also receives a response message, such
as a Diameter Update Location Answer (UL A) message, at a
network interface 604. The ULA is passed to ETHM 108,
which then determines the message needs to be modified to
encrypt the identity of the origin host. ETHM 108 modifies
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the message (e.g., encrypt the origin host name and/or origin
realm name) accordingly and passes the modified ULA mes-
sage to routing module 602. Routing module 602 then routes
the message to its destination via network interface 600.

Although ETHM 108 and routing module 602 are shown
here as distinct components of Diameter agent 106, ETHM
108 and routing module 602 may be integrated within the
same hardware chip or executed by the same processor.

FIG. 7 is a flow chart illustrating an exemplary process for
encrypting the identity of a Diameter node in a communica-
tion network according to an embodiment of the subject mat-
ter described herein. In block 702, a Diameter signaling mes-
sage is received. In one embodiment, a DSR may receive a
Diameter request message (e.g., Diameter Update Location
Request (ULR) message) that is addressed to a destination.
Notably, the ULR message may include Diameter identifica-
tion information associated with a destination Diameter node,
such as a destination-realm attribute value pair (AVP) param-
eter value, an application-identifier AVP parameter value, an
origin-host identifier AVP parameter value, and an origin-
realm AVP parameter value.

In block 704, at least a portion of the Diameter Identifica-
tion information is encrypted. In one embodiment, the receiv-
ing DSR may be provisioned with an EHTM that is config-
ured to process the Diameter signaling message. For example,
the ETHM may be configured for extracting the origin-host
value and the origin-realm value from the request message
and encrypting the origin-host value and the origin-realm
value using an encryption algorithm.

Inblock 706, the Diameter identification information in the
Diameter signaling message is replaced. In one embodiment,
the ETHM in the DSR is configured for replacing the original
origin-host value in the request message with the encrypted
origin-host value and/or replacing the original origin-realm
value in the request message with the encrypted origin-realm
value.

In block 708, the modified Diameter signaling message is
routed to the destination. In one embodiment, the DSR is
configured for routing the request message containing the
encrypted origin-host parameter value and/or the encrypted
origin-realm parameter value towards the destination Diam-
eter node.

In one embodiment, if the DSR subsequently receives an
associated Diameter answer message that includes a previ-
ously-encrypted origin-host value and origin-realm value,
then the DSR with the ETHM is configured to perform a
number of tasks. For example, the DSR may extract the
encrypted destination-host value and encrypted destination-
realm value, decrypt the encrypted destination-host and des-
tination-realm values. The DSR may also be configured to
replace the encrypted destination-host value in the Answer
message with the decrypted destination-host value, replace
the encrypted destination-realm value in the answer message
with the decrypted destination-realm value, and route modi-
fied answer message to the destination Diameter host.

With regard to the received answer message scenario
described above, the DSR with the ETHM may also be
adapted to extract the origin-host value and the origin-realm
value from the Answer message and encrypt the origin-host
value and the origin-realm value using an encryption algo-
rithm. The DSR may also replace the original origin-host
value in the Answer message with the encrypted origin-host
value, replace the original origin-realm value in the Answer
message with the encrypted origin-realm value, and route the
modified answer message towards the Diameter request mes-
sage originator.
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It will be understood that various details of the subject
matter described herein may be changed without departing
from the scope of the subject matter described herein. Fur-
thermore, the foregoing description is for the purpose of
illustration only, and not for the purpose of limitation.

What is claimed is:

1. A system for encrypting Diameter identification infor-
mation contained in Diameter signaling messages, the system
comprising:

a Diameter agent including:

a network interface configured to receive, from a first
Diameter node, a Diameter signaling message that
includes Diameter identification information associ-
ated with the first Diameter node;

aDiameter encryption topology hiding module (ETHM)
configured to encrypt the Diameter identification
information to generate encrypted Diameter identifi-
cation information and to replace the Diameter iden-
tification information in the Diameter signaling mes-
sage with the encrypted Diameter identification
information, wherein the encrypted Diameter identi-
fication information includes a token value that is
appended to the Diameter identification information
such that a combination of the appended token value
and Diameter identification information is encrypted
by the Diameter ETHM to generate the encrypted
Diameter identification information, wherein the
appended token value includes randomly generated
alphanumeric characters; and

a routing module configured to route the Diameter sig-
naling message with the encrypted Diameter identifi-
cation information to a second Diameter node.

2. The system of claim 1 wherein the Diameter agent is
further configured to receive, from the second Diameter node,
a second Diameter signaling message that includes the
encrypted Diameter identification information, the Diameter
ETHM is further configured to decrypt the encrypted Diam-
eter identification information and to replace the encrypted
Diameter identification information in the second Diameter
signaling message with the decrypted Diameter identification
information, and the routing module is further configured to
route the second Diameter signaling message to the first
Diameter node.

3. The system of claim 2 wherein the ETHM utilizes an
encryption key to encrypt the Diameter identification infor-
mation in the Diameter signaling message and utilizes a
decryption key that is associated with the encryption key to
decrypt the encrypted Diameter identification information in
the second Diameter signaling message.

4. The system of claim 1 wherein the Diameter agent
includes at least one of: a Diameter signaling router (DSR), a
Diameter relay agent, a Diameter proxy agent, a Diameter
redirect agent, and a Diameter translation agent.

5. The system of claim 1 wherein the first Diameter node
includes either a home subscriber server (HSS) or a mobility
management entity (MME).

6. The system of claim 1 wherein the second Diameter node
includes a mobility management entity (MME), a home sub-
scriber server (HSS), a policy charging and rules function
(PCRF) node, an online charging system (OCS) node, or an
offline charging system (OFCS) node.

7. The system of claim 1 wherein the Diameter signaling
message includes one of an Update Location Request (ULR)
message, an Update Location Answer (ULA) message, a
Cancel Location Request (CLR) message, a Cancel Location
Answer (CLA) message, a Credit-Control-Request (CCR)
message, a Credit-Control-Answer (CCA) message, an
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Accounting-Request (ACR) message, an Accounting-An-
swer (ACA) message, a Re-Auth-Request (RAR) message, a
Re-Auth-Answer (RAA) message, a Location Information
Request (LIR) message, and a Location Information Answer
(LIA) message.

8. The system of claim 1 wherein the Diameter identifica-
tion information contained in the Diameter signaling message
includes at least one of: an origin-host parameter value, an
origin-realm parameter value, a destination-host parameter
value, a destination-realm parameter value, and a route-
record parameter value.

9. The system of claim 8 wherein at least one of the param-
eter values included in the Diameter identification informa-
tion comprises an attribute-value pair (AVP) parameter value.

10. The system of claim 8 wherein the Diameter ETHM is
configured to append the token value to at least one of the
parameter values included in the Diameter identification
information.

11. The system of claim 10 wherein the token value
includes a string of random alphanumeric characters of a
predetermined length.

12. The system of claim 10 wherein a combination of the
token value and the at least one of the parameter values is
encrypted.

13. The system of claim 1 wherein the Diameter agent
communicates the Diameter signaling message in a stateless
manner.

14. A method for encrypting Diameter identification infor-
mation in a communication network, the method comprising:

at a Diameter signaling router:

receiving, by the Diameter signaling router from a first
Diameter node, a Diameter signaling message that
includes Diameter identification information associ-
ated with the first Diameter node;

encrypting, by the Diameter signaling router, the Diam-
eter identification information to generate encrypted
Diameter identification information, wherein the
encrypted Diameter identification information
includes a token value that is appended to the Diam-
eter identification information such that a combina-
tion of the appended token value and Diameter iden-
tification information is encrypted by the Diameter
ETHM to generate the encrypted Diameter identifi-
cation information, wherein the appended token value
includes randomly generated alphanumeric charac-
ters;

replacing, by the Diameter signaling router, the Diam-
eter identification information in the Diameter signal-
ing message with the encrypted Diameter identifica-
tion information; and

routing, by the Diameter signaling router, the Diameter
signaling message with the encrypted Diameter iden-
tification information to a second Diameter node.

15. The method of claim 14 comprising:

receiving, from the second Diameter node, a second Diam-

eter signaling message that includes the encrypted
Diameter identification information;

decrypting the encrypted Diameter identification informa-

tion;
replacing the encrypted Diameter identification informa-
tion in the second Diameter signaling message with the
decrypted Diameter identification information; and

routing the second Diameter signaling message to the first
Diameter node.

16. The method of claim 15 wherein encrypting the Diam-
eter identification information includes utilizing an encryp-
tion key to encrypt encrypting the Diameter identification
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information in the Diameter signaling message and decrypt-
ing the encrypting Diameter identification information
includes utilizing a decryption key that is associated with the
encryption key to decrypt the encrypted Diameter identifica-
tion information in the second Diameter signaling message.
17. The method of claim 14 wherein the first Diameter node
includes either a home subscriber server (HSS) or a mobility
management entity (MME).
18. The method of claim 14 wherein the second Diameter
node includes a mobility management entity (MME), a home
subscriber server (HSS), a policy charging and rules function
(PCRF) node, an online charging system (OCS) node, or an
offline charging system (OFCS) node.
19. The method of claim 14 wherein the Diameter signal-
ing message includes one of an Update Location Request
(ULR) message, an Update Location Answer (ULA) mes-
sage, a Cancel Location Request (CLR) message, a Cancel
Location Answer (CLA) message, a Credit-Control-Request
(CCR) message, a Credit-Control-Answer (CCA) message,
an Accounting-Request (ACR) message, an Accounting-An-
swer (ACA) message, a Re-Auth-Request (RAR) message, a
Re-Auth-Answer (RAA) message, a Location Information
Request (LIR) message, and a Location Information Answer
(LIA) message.
20. The method of claim 14 wherein the Diameter identi-
fication information contained in the Diameter signaling mes-
sage includes at least one of: an origin-host parameter value,
an origin-realm parameter value, a destination-host param-
eter value, a destination-realm parameter value, and a route-
record parameter value.
21. The method of claim 20 wherein at least one of the
parameter values included in the Diameter identification
information comprises an attribute-value pair (AVP) param-
eter value.
22. The method of claim 20 comprising appending the
token value to at least one of the parameter values included in
the Diameter identification information.
23. The method of claim 22 wherein the token value
includes a string of random alphanumeric characters of a
predetermined length.
24. The method of claim 20 wherein a combination of the
token value and the at least one of the parameter values is
encrypted.
25. The method of claim 14 wherein the Diameter signal-
ing router communicates the Diameter signaling message ina
stateless manner.
26. A non-transitory computer readable medium having
stored thereon executable instructions that when executed by
the processor of a computer control the computer to perform
steps comprising:
receiving, from a first Diameter node, a Diameter signaling
message that includes Diameter identification informa-
tion associated with the first Diameter node;

encrypting the Diameter identification information to gen-
erate encrypted Diameter identification information,
wherein the encrypted Diameter identification informa-
tion includes a token value that is appended to the Diam-
eter identification information such that a combination
of the appended token value and Diameter identification
information is encrypted by the Diameter ETHM to
generate the encrypted Diameter identification informa-
tion, wherein the appended token value includes ran-
domly generated alphanumeric characters;

replacing the Diameter identification information in the

Diameter signaling message with the encrypted Diam-
eter identification information; and
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routing the Diameter signaling message with the encrypted

Diameter identification information to a second Diam-
eter node.
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